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The Commission is aware of the reports concerning the alleged incident of 11 May 2026 
involving the vessel Sea-Watch 5 and has taken note of the related judicial proceedings in 
Italy. Preventing migrant smuggling while protecting life at sea remains a key priority for the 
EU. While rendering assistance to persons in distress at sea is a legal obligation under 
international law, it is for the competent national authorities to assess any suspicion of 
criminal conduct.

There is currently no funding provided by the Commission to the non-governmental 
organization Sea-Watch. In any case, Member States must ensure that any actions 
implemented with EU funding comply with EU law.


