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European Parliament resolution on attempts by the ruling party Georgian Dream to ban 
opposition parties in Georgia
(2026/2913(RSP))

The European Parliament,

– having regard to its previous resolutions on Georgia,

– having regard to Rule 150 of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas Georgia’s ruling Georgian Dream party has filed proceedings before the 
Constitutional Court seeking to ban several major opposition parties, including all major 
opposition groups that passed the electoral threshold in the disputed 2024 parliamentary 
elections; whereas Georgian Dream announced that other political parties may still be 
added to the proceedings;

B. whereas these proceedings are part of a broader pattern of restrictive measures by the 
Georgian Dream aimed at shattering Georgia’s democracy, political pluralism and civic 
space, including restrictions on peaceful protests and critical expression, and sweeping 
legislation restricting civil society and political participation pushed through Georgia’s de 
facto single party parliament; 

C. whereas despite this rapid dismantling of Georgia’s democracy, only Estonia, Latvia, and 
Lithuania have imposed bilateral targeted sanctions on those responsible; whereas the 
United States and the United Kingdom have also introduced targeted sanctions against 
Bidzina Ivanishvili and government officials;

1. Continues to stand in solidarity with the Georgian people, who continue their struggle for a 
free and democratic Georgia in the face of democratic backsliding, growing repression, 
unlawful arrests, and relentless hostile rhetoric;

2. Deplores the attempts to ban major opposition political parties and urges the Georgian 
authorities to refrain from using constitutional, criminal or administrative proceedings to 
suppress peaceful political opposition and stresses that banning political parties is an 
extreme restriction on basic freedoms that must be subject to the strict requirements of 
legality, necessity and proportionality; 

3. Calls for the repeal or substantial revision of the pieces of legislation imposing sweeping 
restrictions on political participation and criminalising peaceful political activity, criticism 
of state institutions, or legitimate exercise of the rights to freedom of expression, association 
and assembly; underlines that if these repressive measures are not withdrawn, the Georgian 
authorities will be responsible for the further alienating Georgia from the EU and make any 
move towards EU accession impossible; 

4. Recalls that Georgia as an EU candidate country required to align with the EU acquis in all 
areas; considers that, on top of the Georgian authorities’ disrespect for its commitments 
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under international law, because Georgia is an EU candidate country its democratic back 
sliding and human rights violations should prompt a firm response by the EU;

5. Regrets the persistent lack of action by the EU and most Member States to hold accountable 
those responsible for the passing of repressive legislation and/or the use of excessive force  
against peaceful protesters and journalists; reiterates its strong call for the EU and its 
Member States to adopt personal sanctions against Ivanishvili and to immobilise his assets; 
urges the Council to introduce EU-wide targeted sanctions against Ivanishvili and the 
broader Georgian Dream leadership and calls on Member States to, until then, impose 
bilateral sanctions without delay;

6. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the VP/HR, the Council, the 
Commission, the governments and parliaments of the Member States, and to the Georgian 
authorities.


