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European Parliament resolution on the escalation of Russian strikes in the EU,
particularly on Black Sea shipping, threatening human life, regional stability and food
security

(2026/2933(RSP))

The European Parliament,

— having regard to the Charter of the United Nations, in particular Article 2(3) on the
peaceful settlement of international disputes and Article 2(4) on the prohibition of the
threat or use of force,

— having regard to the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, in particular
Articles 2 and 17 thereof concerning sovereignty over the territorial sea and the right of
innocent passage and Article 58(1) thereof concerning freedom of navigation in the
exclusive economic zone,

— having regard to the joint communication from the Commission and the High
Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy of 28 May 2025
entitled ‘The European Union’s strategic approach to the Black Sea region’
(JOIN(2025)0135),

— having regard to the Joint Report from the Commission and the High Representative of
the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy of 3 July 2026 on the implementation
of the EU strategic approach to the Black Sea region (JOIN(2026)0015),

— having regard to Rule 136(2) of its Rules of Procedure,

A.  whereas the Black Sea region and south-eastern Europe are of strategic importance for
the economic, transport, digital and energy connectivity between Europe, the South
Caucasus and Central Asia; whereas the Black Sea forms part of the EU’s external
maritime border, and the region’s stability and resilience are essential to European
security;

B.  whereas all attacks and maritime incidents in the Black Sea, including those involving
commercial vessels in Bulgaria’s exclusive economic zone and Romania’s territorial
waters, endanger human lives, threaten civilian navigation and critical infrastructure,
disrupt international trade and transport connectivity and pose serious environmental
risks; whereas the attacks by both parties against maritime and energy-related targets,
including naval vessels, port facilities, oil terminals and refineries, have serious
consequences for regional stability;

C.  whereas disruptions to energy supplies and market volatility undermine the resilience of
the EU and its Member States, increase costs for households and businesses, weaken
EU industrial competitiveness and discourage private investment;

D.  whereas diplomatic engagement and de-escalation are essential to achieving a
negotiated settlement of the conflict between the Russian Federation and Ukraine and
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lasting stability in the Black Sea region; whereas regional integration and restoration of
mutually beneficial economic relations, transport connectivity and energy cooperation
can contribute to confidence-building and reconciliation in the Black Sea region;

1.  Expresses serious concern over the escalation of hostilities in the Black Sea and the
growing risks to human life, civilian shipping and regional stability;

2. Stresses that all attacks in the Black Sea must be assessed consistently and impartially
in accordance with applicable international law, irrespective of the party responsible;
rejects double standards and selective condemnation of attacks;

3. Urges all parties to exercise restraint, refrain from actions that endanger security,
including for international shipping, and take immediate steps to prevent further
escalation or the spread of the conflict to other countries in the region;

4.  Takes note of the response to the maritime incidents in the Black Sea, including the
deployment of specially trained Bulgarian personnel to inspect an affected vessel under
difficult conditions;

5. Stresses that continued military attacks in the Black Sea undermine prospects for a
peaceful settlement of the conflict; supports diplomatic initiatives aimed at achieving
lasting peace in Ukraine and promoting reconciliation, mutual trust and the restoration
of constructive political and economic relations in the region;

6.  Takes note of diplomatic contacts between the United States and Russia, including on
energy-related issues; calls for the EU to pursue a pragmatic foreign policy guided by
the strategic interests of its Member States and a willingness to engage in dialogue with
all relevant parties;

7. Reaffirms the sovereign responsibility of the Member States for national defence;
stresses that security challenges in the Black Sea must not be used to justify the further
centralisation of EU defence policy, compulsory military integration or the transfer of
national control over defence expenditure and procurement;

8. Invites the Commission to support and strengthen current regional cooperation
frameworks in the Black Sea, promoting mutual understanding, dialogue and stability
through a bottom-up approach based on the priorities of the countries concerned;

9.  Calls for the EU to implement its Strategic Approach to the Black Sea through specific
Initiatives promoting cross-regional security, connectivity and industrial cooperation;
stresses that regional economic cooperation and connectivity do not require deeper
integration into the EU; invites the Commission to assess regional needs and engage
with economic and business stakeholders and investors to leverage private investment
and expertise for projects strengthening interconnected industries, trade and economic
resilience; stresses the importance of strengthening connectivity between Black Sea and
Danube ports and the trans-European transport network;

10. Calls for the strategic use of all available instruments and financing under the current

and the next EU Multiannual Financial Framework in order to create logistic gateways
via the Black Sea and Central Asia that will enable European companies to compete
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better internationally and increase the trade flows throughout the Trans-Caspian
International Transport Route;

11. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the

Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign
Affairs and Security Policy and the national parliaments of the Member States.
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