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B9‑0520/2023
Motion for a European Parliament resolution on the unknown status of Mikalai Statkevich and the recent attacks on Belarusian politicians’ and activists’ family members
(2023/3023(RSP))
The European Parliament,
–	having regard to its previous resolutions on Belarus,
–	having regard to Rule 144 of its Rules of Procedure,

 
A. whereas status of Mikalai Statkevich, a prominent Belarusian freedom fighter, opposition figure sentenced to 14 years' imprisonment on 20 June 2022, has been unknown for almost 300 days, with no contact whatsoever; whereas 67-years old rival of Lukashenka is imprisoned  in one of the toughest colonies in Hlybokaye, where he suffered from COVID-19 four times; whereas, despite his protracted heart disease, he has been prohibited to receive parcels with medicines.

B. whereas the actions of the regime and the denial of medical care and legal aid have resulted in the death of political prisoners including Vitold Ashurak, Dzmitry Dudoits, Aliaksandr Vikhor, Mikalai Klimovicz, Dzmitry Sarokin and Ales Pushkin; 

C. whereas all these cause serious and legitimate concerns for Statkevich’s safety and well-being or even possible death;

D. whereas there has been no communication for a long time with the political prisoners Viktar Babaryka, Siarhei Tsikhanouski, Maksim Znak, Maryia Kalesnikava, Ihar Losik, Paval Sieviaryniec, Palina Sharenda-Panasiuk, Andrzej Poczobut and the Nobel Peace Prize laureate Ales Bialiatski;

E. whereas there has been a recent escalation in attacks on the families of Belarusian politicians and activists;

       
1. Strongly condemns the ongoing brutal violations of human rights in Belarus and calls on the international community to increase pressure on the ruthless Lukashenka regime and demands the immediate and unconditional release of all other human right defenders and all political prisoners in Belarus;
2. Demands that the Belarusian authorities immediately disclose whereabouts of Mikalai Statkevich and ensure his safety and well-being, as well as access to independent medical experts from the EU;
3. Calls for granting urgent access to all political prisoners, including Mikalai Statkevich, by their families and diplomats; 
4. condemns inaction of the International Committee of the Red Cross in fulfilling its mission in Belarus and in this regard welcomes U.S. sanctions against Dzmitry Shautsou, Secretary General of Belarus Red Cross; urges international humanitarian organizations to step up their efforts to alleviate human suffering, protect human life and health, uphold dignity of victims of the Lukashenka’s regime; 
5. underlines that the entire machine of the Lukashenka regime, down to every employee of the penal colony in Hlybokaye and the entire system of the Department of Execution of Punishments of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Belarus, is responsible for crimes against people of Belarus; calls on the Member States to actively apply the universal jurisdiction principle and prepare court cases against them; 
[bookmark: _GoBack]6. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the HRVP, the Commission, the governments and parliaments of the Member States, the Council of Europe, UN, International Red Cross, the authorities of Republic of Belarus and to the representatives of the Belarusian democratic forces.
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