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	Amendment

	1.	The general objective of the Programme is to support the rapid innovation capacity of SMEs, including innovative start-ups and scaleups, with a view to supporting the rapid delivery of emerging and disruptive products and technologies for defence address the most recent and fast evolving challenges faced by Member States’ armed forces, in particular those stemming from Russia’s war of aggression against Ukraine, with a focus on cost-efficiency. The Programme shall thereby foster the competitiveness of the European Defence Technological and Industrial Base (EDTIB) and contribute to strengthening the Union’s defence readiness, while reducing strategic dependencies on non-associated third countries.
	1.	The general objective of the Programme is to support the rapid innovation capacity of SMEs, including innovative start-ups and scaleups, with a view to supporting the rapid delivery of emerging and disruptive products and technologies for defence address the most recent and fast evolving challenges faced by Member States’ armed forces, in particular those stemming from Russia’s war of aggression against Ukraine, with a focus on cost-efficiency. The Programme shall thereby foster the competitiveness of the European Defence Technological and Industrial Base (EDTIB) and contribute to strengthening the Member States' defence readiness, while reducing strategic dependencies on non-associated third countries across the full defence technology stack. The Programme shall also contribute to closing the capability gaps in the operational capabilities of the armed forces of Member States and associated countries, while remaining without prejudice to the competences and responsibilities of Member States in the fields of national security and defence, including their responsibility for determining the operational requirements, organisation and procurement priorities of their armed forces and for decisions concerning the acquisition, transfer, export or deployment of defence capabilities.
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	(a)	ensure a fair balance as regards the contributions and benefits of the third country participating in the Programme;
	(a)	ensure a fair balance as regards the contributions and benefits of the third country participating in the Programme; including its financial contribution, access to Union funding and industrial benefits. Any derogation from the requirement to provide a financial contribution shall be duly justified, proportionate and limited in time and shall not reduce the financial resources available to entities established in Member States. Participation by associated third countries should be based on reciprocity and should not reduce funding opportunities for undertakings established in Member States.
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	4.	Without prejudice to paragraph 2 of this article, any transfer of ownership or granting of exclusive licences to a non-associated third country or to a non-associated third-country entity for results generated through the Programme, which takes place within 3 years after the final payment of the action, shall be subject to prior notification and approval by the Commission or the relevant Member State or associated third country authorities under conditions ensuring the protection of the Union’s security and defence interests. Where such a transfer of ownership contravenes the security and defence interests of the EU and its Member States or the objectives set out in Article 3, the support provided from the Programme shall be reimbursed.
	4.	Without prejudice to paragraph 2 of this article, any transfer of ownership or granting of exclusive licences to a non-associated third country or to a non-associated third-country entity for results generated through the Programme, which takes place within 3 years after the final payment of the action, shall be subject to prior notification and approval by the relevant Member State or associated third country authorities under conditions ensuring the protection of the Member States' and, where applicable, Union’s security and defence interests. Where such a transfer of ownership contravenes the security and defence interests of the EU and its Member States or the objectives set out in Article 3, the support provided from the Programme shall be reimbursed.
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	6.	Where Union support is provided in the form of a grant, EU institutions, bodies, offices or agencies as well as granting authorities shall enjoy upon request royalty-free access rights to results, without impacting the ownership of results, including IPRs on background information, for the only purpose of developing, implementing and monitoring existing Union policies or programmes in the fields of its competence and the right to grant.
	6.	Where Union support is provided in the form of a grant, EU institutions, bodies, offices or agencies as well as granting authorities shall enjoy upon request royalty-free access rights to results, without impacting the ownership of results, including IPRs on background information, for the only purpose of developing, implementing and monitoring existing Union policies or programmes in the fields of its competence and the right to grant, provided that such access is strictly necessary for those purposes and does not prejudice intellectual property rights, commercially sensitive information or the essential security interests of a Member State. Such access shall not include background information or know-how not generated by the action unless strictly necessary for the use of the results and expressly agreed by the holder of the relevant rights. Access rights granted under the Programme should remain proportionate to its objectives and should not result in the unintended disclosure or transfer of pre-existing know-how, commercially sensitive information or information affecting the essential security interests of Member States. 
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	4.	The Commission shall adopt the work programme by means of an implementing act. This implementing act shall be adopted in accordance with the advisory procedure referred to in Article 17(3).
	4.	The Commission shall adopt the work programme by means of an implementing act. This implementing act shall be adopted in accordance with the examination procedure referred to in Article 17(3).
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	3.	Where reference is made to this paragraph, Article 4 of Regulation (EU) No 182/2011 shall apply.
	3.	Where reference is made to this paragraph, Article 5 of Regulation (EU) No 182/2011 shall apply.
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	The procurement contract of a Member State concerning any defence product resulting from an action supported under the Programme shall be considered as a contract awarded in the framework of a cooperative programme based on research and development as referred to in Article 13 (c) of Directive 2009/81/EC [following the adoption of Omnibus directive 2025/0177 (COD)].
	The procurement contract of a Member State concerning any defence product resulting from an action supported under the Programme may, at the discretion of the Member State concerned, be considered as a contract awarded in the framework of a cooperative programme based on research and development as referred to in Article 13 (c) of Directive 2009/81/EC [following the adoption of Omnibus directive 2025/0177 (COD)].
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